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Southern States Lead Nationally

President of the 
United States
Jimmy Carter - GA

Secretary of Education 
Richard Riley – SC 

Secretary of Education 
Lamar Alexander - TN

Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Purdue – GA 



SREB States Leading
62% of students met 
both SAT benchmarks in 
Alabama, 16 percentage 
points above the national 
average of 46% in 2021.

A leader in computer 
science education

72 % of students met 
both SAT benchmarks in 
Arkansas, 26 percentage 
points above the national 
average of 46% in 2021.

74.3% was the 6-year 
graduation rate for first-time, 
full-time freshman at public 4-
year colleges in Delaware. This 
exceeds the national and 
regional averages of 62.5% 
and 60%.

34% of graduating seniors 
passed an AP exam in high 
school in Florida in 2020, 9.8 
percentage points above the 
national average of 24%.



SREB States Leading
77 Georgia principals 
completed SREB’s 
induction program during 
the 22-23 school year.

The percentage of people 
in Maryland aged 25-64 
with a bachelor’s degree 
or higher reached 44% 
in 2021. This is higher 
than the national average 
of 36.5%

68% of students met 
both SAT benchmarks 
in Louisiana, 22 
percentage points above 
the national average of 
46% in 2021.

Kentucky is collaborating 
with SREB on a U.S. 
Department of Education 
grant, the first study in the 
nation to focus on the 
professional learning for 
leaders of shared-time 
technical centers. 



SREB States Leading

The South Carolina Council on 
Competitiveness worked with 
SREB to conduct a study and 
support the development of South 
Carolina’s artificial intelligence 
education standards for high 
school students.

Oklahoma’s robust school report 
card provides one of the most 
disaggregated reports on teacher 
quality and distribution of talent by 
student economic, racial and 
ethnic, learning and family and 
home status.

71% of students met 
both SAT benchmarks in 
Mississippi, 25 percentage 
points above the national 
average of 46% in 2021.

The 6-year graduation rate 
is 67.8% in North Carolina 
for first-time, full-time 
freshman at 4-year 
colleges. This exceeds 
national and regional 
averages of 62.5% and 
60%.



SREB States Leading

Ready. Read. Write West 
Virginia’s goal: increase literacy 
proficiency for all students. It is 
rooted in the science of reading 
and belief that all students can 
learn with effective instruction.

The percentage of people in 
Virginia aged 25-64 with a 
bachelor’s degree or higher 
reached 44% in 2021, higher 
than the national average of 
36.5%.

75% of students met 
both SAT benchmarks in 
Tennessee, 29 percentage 
points above the national 
average of 46% in 2021.

The average student loan 
debt for the graduating 
class of 2020 in Texas was  
4 percentage points 
lower than that of the 
graduating class of 2015.
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Thank you!
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