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2025 SREB College Affordability Profiles

We share promising 
practices and provide 

reliable data and research 
to inform strategy. 

Analyze & 
Publish

We help leaders collaborate 
and share resources. 

Convene & 
Engage

We help policy makers and 
state agencies navigate 

policy and practice. 

Support 
Action

Southern Regional Education Board
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SREB works with states to improve education.



SREB is Here to Help
AI in Education
• How can we prepare 

students for AI in K-12 
through postsecondary 
and the workforce?

• SREB.org/sreb-commission-
ai-education

Postsecondary 
Faculty Support
• Launching September 2023: 

New SREB Center for 
Innovative Faculty 
Development

• SREB.org/doctoral-scholars-
program

Crisis Recovery 
Support Network
• A coordinated response to crisis 

recovery, offering year-long 
mental health support for 
schools impacted by tragedy. 

• SREB.org/crisisrecovery

Higher Education 
Data
• The Fact Book on higher 

education.
• SREB.org/fact-book-ed-data
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SREB and College Affordability
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College affordability is the price required to attend higher education 
relative to family income. 

College Affordability in the South
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The cost to students and 
families.

The financial resources 
available to them.
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States

StudentsPostsecondary 
Institutions

A Win-Win-Win
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College 
Affordability

Improvement

Competitive 
workforce of the 

knowledge-
based economy



Compounding Challenges 
in American Higher Education
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Source: “Knocking at the College Door” by Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education 
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Source: Gallup and Lumina Foundation (2024)
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Existing Gap in Prepared Talent
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Regional Contexts
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Source: “A Stronger Nation” by Lumina Foundation (2024)
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Source: “After Everything” by Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce
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Regional High School Graduates Projection

15

Source: “Knocking at the College Door” by Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education 
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College Affordability is a Regional Concern
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2025 College Affordability 
Profile Findings
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Family Income Needed at Public Institutions

18

Source: IPEDS, Student Financial Aid Files and Directory Files, Enrollment Instructional Activity Files, American Community Survey, SREB-State Data Exchange categories 
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Family Income Needed at Public Institutions
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Public Four-Year Type 2 Institutions
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Family Income Needed at Public Institutions
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Public Two-Year Institutions
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Family Income Needed at Public Institutions
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Public Technical Institutions
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Distribution of Average Family Income
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Source: IPEDS, Student Financial Aid Files and Directory Files
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Distribution of Average Family Income
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Source: IPEDS, Student Financial Aid Files and Directory Files
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Income Required for Lowest Income Families
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SREB Virginia Florida Georgia

Source: IPEDS, Student Charges Data Files and Directory Files, 12-Month Enrollment Instructional Activity Data Files, American Community Survey
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State Financial Aid Per Student
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Source: National Association of State Student Grant & Aid Programs, IPEDS Instructional Activity File, Directory File
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Source: College Scorecard, IPEDS 12-Month Enrollment Instructional Activity Data Files, Directory Files
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Source: College Scorecard, IPEDS 12-Month Enrollment Instructional Activity Data Files, Directory Files
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State Appropriations and Tuition and Fees
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Public Four-Year Institutions

Source: SREB-State Data Exchange

Tuition and Fees per FTE

Appropriations per FTE
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State Appropriations and Tuition and Fees
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Source: SREB-State Data Exchange
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Need-based aid has increased.
State appropriations for Two-year 
institutions have increased. 

Four-year institutions continue to be less 
affordable.

Key Takeaways
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Related Resources
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16 State College 
Affordability Profiles

Blog Post

Media Coverages

Key Findings 
Videos for 16  States
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Conversation
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What questions can we answer for 
you today?

What challenges are you seeing in 
your own context that these profiles 
might help address?



Southern
Regional
Education
Board

SREB.org

Contact Us:
Stephen.Pruitt@SREB.org
MJ.Kim@SREB.org
Beth.Day@SREB.org

mailto:Stephen.Pruitt@SREB.org
mailto:MJ.Kim@SREB.org
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